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Connecticut Green LEAF Schools
Level 2: Growing Green
We recognize that the path to becoming a green and healthy school is a long journey. I, the undersigned principal, commit my school to participate in the Connecticut Green LEAF Schools program for the 2012-2013 academic year.  I understand that we will receive support from the CT Green LEAF program in these efforts.  We commit to creating a Green LEAF Team that includes staff, students and members of the community to collect baseline information and develop a plan to meet the following goals:
Provide effective environmental and sustainability education, including: interdisciplinary learning featuring relationships between the environment, energy and human systems; connections to Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) content and practice; and civic engagement with the local community. 

Improve the health and wellness of students and staff, including: an integrated school environmental health program; standards for nutrition and fitness; and quality outdoor time.

Reduce environmental impact and cost, including: maximizing building energy and water efficiency, waste reduction; and alternative transportation use.

We therefore commit to taking the following steps toward becoming a Green LEAF School.
· Participate in Green LEAF School activities and report our progress to the Connecticut Green LEAF School Program.
· Assess current use of, and teach environmental and sustainability literacy, and civic engagement in our school, incorporate these into the curriculum, and support them with professional development.
· Implement and actively maintain EPA’s Indoor Air Quality Tools for Schools program in our building and comply with all CT school environmental health laws.
· Comply with the Nutrition Standards in National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs and encourage healthy eating in our school, including vegetarian and vegan choices.
· Assess current use of, and promote physical education and outdoor opportunities including the use of the school grounds for outdoor classrooms and experiences for our students.
· Complete Energy Star Portfolio Manager Benchmarking for our building and implement a plan to reduce energy and water use in our school, and encourage walking and biking to school.
· Assess our building’s purchasing decisions and waste production and implement a plan to measure and reduce waste 
Signed,
____________________________________________                      
____________________________________________	_______________________
           Principal’s Name	(Please Print)			Date
____________________________________________     _____________________________________
            School Name                                                                                	Town
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 green and healthy schools for all. For more information visit www.ctgreenschools.org/ctgreenleaf.htm  
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